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Interactive Sunday School Outline

TOPIC:  Built to Last
TEXT: Ephesians 2: 11-22

Instructions - Let the above passages be read each time you come together to study
this topic so that everyone can participate fully. The teacher should provide additional
background information on the topic and come up with follow-up questions.
Participants should be brief in their responses and use relevant Bible references to
illustrate their points. They should be careful not to dominate the discussion to allow
everyone equal opportunity to participate.

Introduction - We fell in love with the house. Better yet, we fell in love with the
price. This home had everything. How could it be such a financial bargain?
Suddenly, we found out. As we walked down a hallway, there was a sensation of
moving downhill. The building had a shifting foundation. Much of life is as unstable
as that house. "Secure" jobs evaporate in corporate downsizing. Friends move away,
or their values change, and they drift away from us. Even some churches divide over
petty issues. How can we establish relationships that are built on a truly reliable
foundation?

The Christian community, according to the apostle Paul, has been built for us with
strong and lasting materials. As you read, keep in mind that the first Christians were
Jewish. As non-Jews (Gentiles) began to join the faith, they did not share the
religious and cultural heritage of the Jewish people. The church decided very early
that the Jewish rite of circumcision was not necessary for a Gentile who accepted
Christ. Read (Acts 15:1-21).

Discussion Questions:

1. Have you ever belonged to an organization that, in your judgment, failed to be what
you had envisioned? Discuss what elements may have contributed to its
ineffectiveness.

2. Think about negative experiences you've had with an organization or group. How
did the experience affect your future involvement with organizations or groups?



3. How would you describe Paul's emotions about Christ and the church?

4. What was the relationship between Jew and Gentile before Christ came (vs. 11-13)?
5. What differences in background and culture threaten the unity of most churches?

6. Explain what Paul means by the "dividing wall of hostility" (v. 14).

7. Christ himself "is our peace"” (v. 14). How did he accomplish this peace (vs. 14-18)?
8. How do "dividing walls of hostility" keep people from hearing the gospel today?

9. What barriers stood in the way of members putting faith in Christ, and how did God
overcome them?

10. In verse 19, Paul compares Christians to citizens and family members. In what ways
does each of these two comparisons hold true?

11. Without mentioning names, who are some people, you would describe as "good
citizens" or "good family members" (v. 19)?

12. What building materials make up the construction described in verses 20-22?

13. The apostles and prophets (v. 20) can represent the New Testament and Old
Testament. Why are the Scriptures vital as the foundation of our Christian
community?

14. Verse 22 identifies the true resident of the "building.” How should his presence
affect our attitude toward the church?

15. In relation to the church, consider ways we might resemble a pile of stones lying off
to one side instead of an integral part of the building. How can individual members
become a more functional pan of this dwelling place of God that is under
construction (v. 21)?



